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bear fast under fallen timber, tbe gun broken to pieces, 

and be was safe without a scratch or bruise. He had 

to go home for an axe to chop the tree off the bear and 

get help to bring it in. 

What gives these stories their interest, it all occurred 

just as he told it. Like the Father of his Country, 

Adam Arbogast could not and would not tell anything 

but the truth as he saw it. 

ROBERT GAY, 

Robert Gay, Esq., the subject of this sketch, was 

one of the most prominent personalities of his time in 

the affairs of early pioneer days. He was a native of 

Augusta County, and was brought up to manhood on 

the banks of the Calf Pasture River, between Deerfield 

and Goshen. Just before the Revolution he came to 

this region and settled first on Brown’s Creek. 

His first wife was Hannah oore, daughter of Levi 

Moore, Senior, who homesteaded and settled the place 

near Frost now occupied by the family of the late Sam¬ 

uel Gibson, Esq. 

Afterwards Mr Gay located on the east bank of the 

Greenbrier, about opposite fhe mouth of Stony Creek, 

near Marlinton. Subsequently he built a new house 

on the west bank, traces of which are yet visible at the 

Lumber Yard. The timbers of this house are now in 

the dwelling occupied by Colonel Levi Gay. These 

are among the oldest specimens of hewn timber in the 

county. The tradition is that the old house now own¬ 

ed by M. J. McNeel is the first building of hewn tim¬ 

ber ever erected in the county. Here the venerable 
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pioneer spent his last years. 

He figured prominently in the organization of the 

county, was a bravre patriot, and widely known and 

much esteemed. He was a special friend of Jacob 

Warwick’s family, and pleasant relations have ever ex¬ 

isted between the descendants of the two old pioneer 

comrades and attached personal friends. 

Mr and Mrs Robert Gay reared a worthy family of 

six sons and three daughters. The sons were Samuel, 

George, John, Andrew, Robert, and James; the daugh¬ 

ters were Jennie, Sallie, and Agnes. 

Jennie married William Cacklev, one of the most 

prominent citizens of his time, and lived many years 

near Huntersville, on the place now owned by the fam¬ 

ily of the late Joseph Loury, Esq. Mr Cacklev finally 

moved to Missouri, late in life. 

Sally became the wife of James Bridger, and for a 

long while lived at the Bridger Place, higher up the 

Greenbrier. This family went to Iowa. 

Agnes married Alexander Gillilan, and her family 

moved to Missouri. 

Samuel Gay married Alice Cacklev, eldest daughter 

of Frye Cacklev and Polly his wife, who came from 

near Winchester, and located ar Mill Point, about 

1778. Joseph C. Gay, on Elk, and Mrs Polly Gib¬ 

son, on Old Field Fork of Elk, are their children. 

Two of their sons, Georgp and William, were slain 

during the War. Hannah sacrificed her life waiting 

on her sick friends and relatives during the War. Sa¬ 

rah Ann was the first wife of the late Jacob Waugh, of 

Stony Creek. S. I). Waugh and Mrs A. Coombs are 
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her children. 

George Gay married Susan Lightner, whose parents 

were Peter Lightner and Alcinda (Harper) his wife, on 

Knapp's Creek. This son lived several years in the 

Levels, on the farm now occupied by F. A. Renick. 

Afterwards lie moved to Iowa, and prospered. 

John Gay married Miss Margaret B. Clark, a lady 

from Cecil County, Maryland. He spent his entire 

life on the old homestead near Marlinton. 

James Gay married Miss Abbie Callison, sister of 

the late Mrs Julia Poage, of Poage's Lane. John R. 

and Quincy Poage, well known citizens, are her neph¬ 

ews. 

This humble effort is put forth to perpetuate the 

memory of a very worthy man. In peace and in war 

his country could rely upon him. He belonged to that 

pioneer citizenship of whom Washington thought in a 

dark hour when lie exclaimed: “Give me but a banner 

and rear it on the mountains of West Augusta, and I 

will rally around mo the men that will lift my bleeding 

country front the dust and set her free!'* 

Having reared a very worthy family, having been 

prominent in public service in this section of Virginia, 

before and since the organization of the county of Po¬ 

cahontas, his life came to a close March 22, 1834. 

His remains were borne to the old burying ground on 

Stony Creek, near the Edray crossing, in sight of his 

home. 

Mrs Hannah Gay survived him in widowhood more 

than twenty-five years. In August, 1859, on a visit 

to Sally Bridger, something happened to enrage the 
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bees and upon going out to see, she was attacked by 

them and before she could be rescued she was fatally 

injured, and died August 15, 1859, at a very advanced 

age. She was borne to rest at the side of her noble 

husband, and thus passed away one of whom it was 

testified by many that she was one of the 4‘best old la¬ 

dies that ever lived in her neighborhood.'1 

The wrriter cordially agrees with that sentiment, 

when he remembers how kind, and even affectionate, 

she was toward him while he was a mere youth. 

"‘Keep on trying to do right, Billy,—there will be bet¬ 

ter times for you some day.” These words he fondly 

treasures in his memory, and for fifty years has seen 

and felt how wise and useful such words are. 

BENJAMIN ARBOGAST. 
This paper is composed of fragmentary notices of 

one of the early settlers of the Glade Hill neighbor¬ 

hood. Benjamin Arbogast, Senior, the progenitor of 

a well known branch of the Arbogast relationship, set¬ 

tled early in the century near Glade Hill, on the lands 

now iu possession of Cornelius Bussard, Clark Dilley, 

and others. In his home * were five sons and three 

daughters: Henry, Solomon, John, Adam, Benjamin, 

Carlotta, Sally, and Delilah. 

Carlotta became Mrs Jonatlm aPotts, and lived in 

Cpskur County. 

Sally became the second wife of Ralph Wanlcss, near 

Mt Tabor. 

Delilah was first married to Joseph Wooddell, near 

Green Bank. Her second marriage was with Freder- 
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